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PRESIDENT: 
June MacDonald 
judo@shaw.ca  
 
VICE PRESIDENT: 
Kay  Bonathan 
kaye@uniserve.com  
 
TREASURER and 
REGISTRAR: 
Christine Eastlick 
christinejane@shaw.ca  
 
SECRETARY and 
NEWSLETTER: 
Linda Lebrun 
linda_lebrun@telus.net  

 
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES: 
Brigitta Schneiter 
bschneiter@shaw.ca 
 
Carlene Akester 
carleneakester@hotmail.com 
 
Meetings are held on the 
third Wednesday of each 
month at the  

 
PORT MOODY ART 

CENTRE 
At 7pm sharp 

 
WE ARE ON FACEBOOK 

 
Check out our new website 

at www.tricitypotters.ca 
 

 
NOTES FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

 

April showers have brought about a lot of lovely April 
flowers this year; it is so nice to have finally packed away 
winter jackets, and to now be able to enjoy the Spring. 
  
Wasn’t that a nice presentation from Otto Kamensek last 
meeting?  I really enjoyed his talk, his slides, and the 
opportunity to gain in knowledge.  This meeting we will 
have Charmian Nimmo giving us a demo and presentation, 
and after seeing her work for a number of years, I am 
looking forward to having her as our guest. 
  
Gillian McMillan has offered to give a workshop to our 
members on May 14th from 10 – 4, with a break for a 
potluck lunch.  The price is right, $5. for a tile and $10. for 
a small plate.  Forms will be ready for you to paint and 
decorate using Gillian’s palette of brilliant colours, and she 
will offer ideas and talk about techniques.  The pieces will 
be bisqued and then glazed and fired, and will be available 
when ready.  A maximum of ten people can be 
accommodated for this workshop and we will have a 
signup sheet at the next meeting.  You will be asked if you 
would prefer to do tiles or a small plate, or perhaps both.   
Some of you may have done this with Gillian before but it 
is always fun to try something you do not normally do.   If 
we have more than 10 people who wish to take this 
workshop, arrangements for another one will be made 
with Gillian sometime in the summer. 
 
See you on Wednesday!  June 

http://www.tricitypotters.ca/
mailto:judo@shaw.ca
mailto:kaye@uniserve.com
mailto:christinejane@shaw.ca
mailto:linda_lebrun@telus.net
mailto:bschneiter@shaw.ca
mailto:carleneakester@hotmail.com
http://www.tricitypotters.ca/
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Next meeting 
 

APRIL 20  
 

at 
7 pm.  sharp 

 

 
MINUTES FROM OUR LAST  MEETING 

 
Date: March 16, 2016 
 
Members present:  20 
 
Place:  Port Moody Art Centre 
 
June welcomed members to the meeting, and reviewed some upcoming events. 
 
The main announcement was that we have made arrangements with Port Moody to have a show 
here next year in March.  This will be in conjunction with the Symposium in Burnaby, and also be 
an opportunity to celebrate our 10th anniversary as a pottery group here in the Tri Citues. 
 
This show will be an opportunity for all members to show their best and most interesting work.  
The Centre is looking for a wide variety of ceramics to display which may be functional, sculptural, 
or both.  They may stand alone or be part of a set, or even hang on the wall.   
 
Your skill level should not be a determinant for entering, though pieces must meet basic standards 
of quality such as no cracks, chips or rough bottoms. 
 
A theme for this show is still to be decided. If you have ideas please bring them to the meeting or 
contact an executive member. 
 
Following the meeting, we had a very interesting presentation by Otto Kamensec.  Otto lives with 
the pain of arthritis which greatly influences his work and his life.  He has frequent speaking 
engagements and is very articulate talking about arthritis and his expressive art. 
 
This was an informative and interesting talk, and photos can now be seen on our website at 
www.tricitypotters.ca  I would highly recommend Otto’s talk to other arts groups or to health 
groups. 
Thank- you for doing this for us Otto. 
 
 

 

http://www.tricitypotters.ca/


 3 

 
FOR OUR NEXT MEETING 

 
 On April 20, we will welcome  

 

Charmian Nimmo 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 

Charmian Nimmo is a Vancouver potter and teacher of ceramics at several community and art 

centers. Her work varies from wheel-thrown, to functional, sculptural and hand- built pieces. Much 

of her work displays a sense of whimsy or animation and often combines other materials such as 

glass, wood or metal. Charmian also makes glass jewelry and has an obsession for taking 

photographs. (taken from her website) 

 

 

 

 
 

. 
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Congratulations to Laura and Ninna 
 

Our members Laura and Ninna have just begun their second term as “Ceramic 
Artists in Residence at Leigh Square in Port Coquitlam.   

Ninna and Laura will not only be piquing the public’s interests in their creations, but will also be 
offering the following workshop opportunities for the community:  

April 19th   Pinch Pot Critters – 12-4pm 

May 18th    Masks of Clay – 3-6pm 

 May 26th   Cup-a-tudes – 3-6:30pm 

They have also agreed to give us a presentation at the May meeting 
 

 
 

A Hands-on Opportunity for our members 
 

As June mentioned in her introduction, our member Gillian McMillan is offering us 
the opportunity to learn and practice decorating.  We will use leather-hard tiles and 
plates with her brightly coloured slips and underglazes.  The potential date for this 
will be on May 14.  
Gillian will provide all the materials and firing as well as her expertise.  The cost is 
minimal at $5 per tile and $10 per plate.   
 
Spaces will be limited as it will take place in her home studio and she says that a 
maximum of 10 participants would fit comfortably.  There will be a sign-up list at the 
next (April) meeting if you would like to participate. 

 
 

Empty Bowls 
 

If anyone is able to donate bowls to the “Loving Spoonful” event fundraiser, please 
bring completed bowls to the MAY meeting.  They should be approximately two-cup 
size, and be food-safe.  This is a fundraiser, so no chips, cracks or seconds.  Linda 
and Christine have volunteered to collect and deliver them. 
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A Suggestion from a Member 
 

The executive was given a suggestion from a member that we might want to 
consider for our group.  In order for us to improve our skills as potters or clay artists, 
some people might appreciate feedback from their peers. 
 
Peer review in the form of a supportive critique is one method we can use to grow in 
our endeavours.  We realize this is not for everyone, but there might be some 
members who would appreciate the opportunity.    
 
In order to find out how many members would like to participate in this activity, we 
will discuss it at our next meeting.  Some ideas to consider are where, when, how 
often, structured or casual, bring in guests, and how many members are interested.  
Should this be separate from regular meeting times, etc. 
 
Please bring your ideas for discussion on Wednesday. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES IN THE CLAY COMMUNITY 
 

Delta Potters Association 

 

The Delta Potters Association is hosting two workshops in June. Both workshops 
will take place at the South Delta Rec Centre, Tsawwassen.  
 
Alwyn O’Brien This workshop will focus on printing on clay using different 
techniques including Mono and Silkscreen printing with personal images. No 
previous experience is required. May 30, June 1, 3, 4 & 5; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. $192  
 
Robert Shiozaki This workshop will focus on carving leather hard pots already 
formed by the instructor. After the pots are bisque fired, the group will meet again to 
continue working on their pots. Tools are provided and glazing considerations will 
be covered. No previous experience is required. June 13, 14, 15, 27 & 28; 9:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. $330 There is space available in each workshop. For more information 
or to enroll: Molly at mmagid@shaw.ca or 1-604-556-1501. 
 

.  
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The Language of Space and Form with Keith Rice-Jones 
June 2−5 
 
Master clay artist Keith Rice-Jones is also considered a master teacher of ceramic 
techniques. Students in this workshop will not only have an opportunity to see how 
he explores geometric forms in his Monumental Sculptures show at the Surrey Art 
Gallery, they will also learn how he made them.  
 
In this teaching residency, the main focus will be for participants to design and make 
their own sculptural piece, exploring and manipulating space and form.  
 
• Workshop Introduction: June 2 | 7−9pm  
• Workshop: June 3−5 | 10am−4pm  
 
Artist Talk with Keith Rice-Jones, Thursday Sept. 8, 7:30−9pm,    
 
For more information and to register for the workshop with Keith, see: 
https://webreg.surrey.ca/webreg and enter barcode # 4465982.  
For more info on the Surrey Art Gallery: www.surrey.ca/artgallery 

 
 

This message came from Connie Glover 
 

Sorry I just realized I had been scheduling the second session of the May Mosaic 
Workshop for the Victoria Day long weekend.  I have delayed that session one week 
now to May 28 for mortaring and June 4 for the final grouting session.  Connie 
 
Learn the techniques of mosaic tile construction and produce an art  piece for your 

garden or to hang on your wall.  

           Sat., May 7, 10—4  Design and fabrication,  potluck lunch 

         Sat., May 28, 10—12  Mortar to cement or plywood backing     

             Sat., June 4, 10—12  Grouting  

Registration:     $280 all supplies included.  Early bird discount $250 before April 24 

Minimum 4 people, maximum 8  

Email:  constanceglover6@gmail.com or Phone 604 531-6508.   

Studio: 1872—136th Street, S. Surrey        www.connieglover.com 

 

http://www.surrey.ca/artgallery
http://www.connieglover.com/
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FROM SUZY BIRSTEIN 

 

         Hello Everyone!!           

           I am happy to be offering a series of workshops for Adults! 
     

    I shall begin with "Whimsical Wednesdays" from April 20th-May 18th 
 
            Beginning late May, I will offer my 2 day Sunday intensives. (dates TBA) 
 
            This Summer, I am honoured to be invited to present "Duets:Sculptures that Sing!"  
                 - a 5 day workshop at MISSA, on Vancouver Island – July 4-8th 
 
                  To register:          http://www.missa.ca/product-category/clay-workshops 
 
            As with all my workshops, ALL LEVELS OF EXPERIENCE are welcome!! 
               

             

 
The Craft council of BC 

 
The Earring Show is back.   

 
This year The Earring Show will be held as a one night only fundraiser on Saturday, 
May 7th, to raise funds for CCBC’s and VMAA’s education programs. For more 
information about the show use the following link. contact_us@craftcouncilbc.ca 

 

Lets go out and support the Craft Council and maybe treat ourselves to some 
unique new earrings!  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Call for Entry from Medalta 
 

It’s that time of year again, our fourth annual call for entry for the Medalta 
International Exhibition. We are still switching up the theme each year to keep 
things fresh… it started with cups… then spoons … an ode to tools and now… 
CHEERS! Show us your celebratory drinking vessels, with the perfect tumbler, 
whiskey set, coffee mug, teacup, stein, tea bowl, growler, bottle, or flask.  

http://www.missa.ca/product-category/clay-workshops
mailto:contact_us@craftcouncilbc.ca
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If your vessel is part of a celebration, whether it’s a perfect cup of coffee or a pint at 
the end of the day, we want to see what you’re celebrating with.  
Successful applicants will be a part of this celebration of contemporary drinking 
vessels from around the globe in CHEERS @ Medalta on display in our Yuill Galley 
from Sept. 1 to Nov. 30, 2016.  
 
So who’s our new juror?! Well we are excited to have a member of our extended 
Medalta family, Medalta Artist in Residence Alum & Canadian Ceramic star Robin 
Dupont in as juror. Robin has traveled the globe refining his practise and testing out 
drinking vessels along the way in his research into functional atmospheric fired 
ceramics. We thank Robin for stepping up to the challenge & look forward to 
working with him; he’ll have the difficult task of narrowing down the entries and 
selecting the prize winners. You can see more of Robin’s work at robindupont.com 
or on instagram, @robindupontceramics.  
 
The GRAND PRIZE is a month long residency at Medalta with accommodation! We 

can’t wait to see what last year’s winner of TOOL, Valerie Zimany, creates in 
Medalta’s studios during her July 2016 residency. Purchase prizes will be awarded 

for Medalta’s contemporary collection. Student entries are eligible for Ceramic: 
Technical and Ceramic: Art & Perception digital subscription. And we’re wrangling 
more prizes as we speak! Awards will be announced at the opening reception & on 

Medalta’s Instagram. Artists do not need to be present to win. Good luck to 
everyone who enters and thank you for your support! We can’t wait to see your 

submissions. Cheers! DEADLINE: June 10, $20 entry fee. Full submission 
guidelines here: 

http://medalta.org

 
 

 
 

FROM Mary Fox 

Happy Spring 

There is lots going on at the pottery these days. I can almost hear you thinking, 

"Isn’t there always a lot going on?" Well, yes there is - it seems I am a "make work 

project." I keep making more work, which leads me to new ideas and, you guessed 

it, more work! Some upcoming dates for your calendar: 

http://medalta.org/
http://medalta.org/
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         Thursday, April 14th - Mary Fox Pottery will become the 5th 

ÉCONOMUSÉE® on Vancouver Island 

April 15th-17th - Cowichan Artisans Spring Tour 

May 27th-29th - Fired Up! 2016 Show 

 

 

 
from our member Joyce Gillespie…Kiln for sale 

 

It is an 8 cu. foot Estrin kiln.    The kiln has only had 4 firings since the elements 
were changed in March 2015 and fires to cone 6. All the kiln furniture and a shelving 
unit to hold it goes with it.   

There are a lot of cones for various firing ranges, kiln wash and kiln books as well.  
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There are also additional kiln parts for repairs.  If you know an electrician you can 
have the cable (approximately 40 feet)  and brand new receptacle plug (one firing) 
as well.  
The kiln is in very good condition, and I would let it go for $1200.00 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Underglaze Recipe – Dan Severance from Mason Stains 
 
KF 4 feldspar (soda)     20 
EPK                               20 
Ball Clay OM4               10 
Ferro Frit 3124              10 
 
Add 20 – 40 % Mason Stain 
 
Add 10% Calcium Carbonate for light greens 
 
Add above to water that has been mixed with 1% V gum  for a 75ml to 100g batch 
 

 
 
 

 


